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ETCHING TEST FOR IRON AND  STEEL.

IRON and steel surfaces are etched by means of a mixture
of one part of strong H N 03 with three parts of strong H Cl,
or two parts of strong H N Os with one part of concentrated
H2 S04.

The acids attack the softer parts, and parts rich in slag,
more vigorously than the metallic parts. The attacked parts
appear soft and excavated.

The etched surface may be preserved by dipping it into
lime-water after treating with acid, washing with water, and
then applying a thin coating of wax.